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Ithihasa Parisodhakamala-17 



A CRITICISM OF MAHABHARATHA 



GOLDEN SAYINGS 

1 "We are, I suppose, adjusting ourselves mentally to the 
new conditions that we live in and the new problems that 
we have to face. A process of adjustment from old to 
new is often a little difficult and painful. But It has to be 
done. Historians had to get out of the old rut and look 
at the past as well as the present in a balanced and 
objective way." Hon. Pandit Nehru* s message to 

the 18th Indian History Congress 

2 The most valuable qualities of a historian are great diU- 
gence in examining authorities, great judgement in 
weighing testimony and great impartiality in estimating 
characters. An English historian. 

3 "If history is to teach us anything, it must teach us that 
there is a continuity which binds together the present 
and the past, the East and the West." Max Muller. 

4 Histories make men wise, poets witty, the mathematics 
subtle, natural Phylosophy deep, morals grave, logic and 
rhetoric able to contend/' 

Some books are to be tasted, others to be swallowed and 
some few to be chewed and digested. Reading maketh a 
full man, conference a ready man and writing an exact 
man. Bacon. 

5 "No one who is interested in language can for long 
; confine his interest to his native language only/' 

Theodore Savory. 

>6 "fllmost the last thing for which one would come to 
English literature is just that very thing which now Europe 
most desires, criticism." Mathew Arnold, 

"There is plenty of talent in India: the main task of your 
leaders is to find the talent and see that it is not run to 
waste." Harold Laski. 
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1. K. M. Munshi Bharathiya Vidya Vol. I. P. 149, 
"The story of the Maha Bharatha is a purely imaginary 
one,' 
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2. Prof. Eggeiing Footnote of the translation of Satha- 
patha Brahmana, "From this passage which unfortu- 
nately is not in a very good condition in the Berlin mus, 
it would appear that animosities had then existed between 
the Kum and 
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3. E. B. Havell Benares, the sacred city p 23 "The main" 
story of the M.Bh. is an account of the great war between 
the Aryan tribes of Northern India, called the Bharatas, 
assisted by their Dravidian or kolarian allies, which is 
supposed to have taken place between 1400 13CQ B.C, 
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4. Weber - History of Indian literature P- 184. 

"He appears in the flnukramanika "of the fltreyi School 
at the head of its list of teachers, specially as the 
preceptor of Yaska paingi." Also see ' 
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8. E. Sachua - Aibrunie's India P. 161. "But then Vyasa the 
son of Parasara rediscovered their alphabet of 50 letters 
by an inspiration of God. " 
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9. K. M. Sherabavnekar - Veda Vyasa myth (ft- B. O.K. 
Vol.27,) 

10. A. Weber -The history of Indian literature P. 191 
"When as the Ithihasas and Puranas are attributed 

, to a mythical Personage, Vyasa, who is simply (Redac- 
tion) personified." 

IK 1. uJ. c35L^caacS -e. S). o. - 3 t^S^^VsicPco^ex). Sito 1713. 
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11A. 3 181, 82 "I know 8800" slokas, so does Suka and 
perhaps Sanjay a also knows this number." 62, 19, 20 
'This history is called 1 Jaya ! 
41 - Rishi Krishna Dwaipayana completed it In three 
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2*:-Dr. Sita Nath Eradhan - Chronology of fincieijt India 
P 131. f/ It wiirbe @8tabli01ied afterwards that 
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compiled and grouped the.Vedas after the forest of 
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13, P. R, Chldambarayyar B-A, - -fl. B. O. R, Vol XXI{ : 
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14. M- Bh. I v5-2 "Vyara declwred the maw of knowledge 
in both abridged and, detailed forms. 1 '' " . 

14 A. S. N. Tadipatrikar B. A A. B. O. 1, Vol V and VI 
"The existence of as many as 3 recensions of thir 'epic 

had ted to a careful comparison and proL Winterntte 
has suggested that the original epic should have 
Consisted' of 6000^ Couplets only." 
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16. Hema Chandra Rai -P. H A. I. P. 52 If on the other 
hand, we accept a date for Gunakha Sankhyana, the 
pupil's pupil of 'tldda.l.aka' according to the Sankhyana 
flranyaka in the 6th century B C. we must place Parik- 
shitha in the 9th century B.C. and Janaka in the 7th 
century B.C. 
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17. Dr. Sitha Nath Pradhan Chronology of Ancient 
India P. 195. 
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17 fl - Ind. Ant XXI - p 28 L "M, Bi LOOOO form belongs to 
the 1st century of our era. It originally consisted of only 
8800 verses. At last a work of this name and similar 
extent one lakh verses is already mentioned in an 
inscription of the second half of the 6th century (Buhler 
1897-596) 
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18. R. K, Mukerjee Hindu civilization, p. 147 Puranas 
Yet the Puranas eventually became considerably Brah- 
manized and utilized for religious pui poses. Of all the 

Puranas, Vishnu Purana appears to be the best preserved." 

19. 1. 2). oQO'oJ -. < ro. 8, etftf$ac9.^e. ^io 1705, 
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20. Macdonall The historical chapters of the Puranas are 
untrustworthy. 

20A. C, V, Vaidya History of Sanskrit literature, p. IV , 
"The present M. Bh. and Ramayana, developed out of 
Ithihasa and 18 Puranas, ascribed to Vyasa, evolved out 
of the one Purana, which existed in the Vedanga period,' 
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21. E. J. Rapson - Cambridge History of India- Vol. I-P.303 
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12 >o& <3Sprts&> tfp8^ 9 sSb. 3?. tfe>gs5tfj*&D 41 
3 S* rtrtf foo. -s c&ptf&D |J. S5r. 400 
" 5 (Prof. Lassen) 
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22. J. W. Hutton - pastes inlndia P- 

Ibid - "fin ancient caste of charioteers and bards, no 
longer existing." 
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23, Macdonall and Keith Vedic Index, P. 272. 
Also see Satpatha Brahmana XIII 5, 4, 1. 

24, ft. Weber The history of Indian literature P. 34. 
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25. E. I. Rapson fincient India P. 76^nd R 38, 
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26. Vedavyas M, fl-History of Sanskrit Literature P. 305 

(Hindi) 

27. R. G, Bhandarkar Early History of the Deccan P. 8. 

28. E, I. Rapson Cambridge History of India P. 26? 
"The Epic was composed not by one person, nor even 

by one generation, but by several; it is primarily the 
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(>,. ^r. 700 -j|. r^r. 200 



story of an historic incident told by the^glorifier of kings, 
the domestic priest and the bard, who are often one/' 

29. K, M. Munshi Bharathiya Vidya Vol. I P. 255. 

30. Indian Antiquary Vol XXI P 281 "It has ever been. 
conjectured that the existing contents of the. M, Bh. in 
no way conform to those of the poem in its original 
form that the victors in the present recension were not 
the primitive victors but that there has been a secon- 
dary recasting of the whole work in favour of the former, 
by which tho roles have been interchanged." 
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31. Ishwary prasad New History of India P 42. "In 
reality, however, the M. Bh. Is the composition of a 
number of poets and the period of its composition pro- 
bably ranged from B. C. 700 to 8 C..2QQ." 

31A. S. N. Tadpatrikar B.'fl ft B. O, 1. Vol V and VI 
P- 67. Mula Rainayana. 
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32 ft. Webor -History of Indian literature P, 187, 
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33, A, K. Devi fl History of Indian Literature, "It 
seems the Adi Parva and certainly Hari Vamsa/ are later 
compilations, ior there are' numerous repetetions and 

' exaggerations in the-fldi Parva/' 

34, fl, fl, MacdonaU A History of Sanskrit literature 
P. 288 "We also know that in -Sana's- time the Bhagavad- 

gita was included in the great epic. ' 

35, flu Weber History of Indian literature P. 188 Footnote 
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36. "3. a. oS < 2 i3C P^__a. a. 3. 3 So "-~^fi> 77297" ................ " ..... 

36A. C.V.Vaidya-The riddle of the Ramayana P 22 
"Now^he present edition of the Ramayana was copied 
from M. Bh, a whole chapter word for word For 

t T w *? Chaptei fit8 in Propsrj y with Ae context 
m the M. Bh; it is an intolerable interpolation in the 
Ramayana, canto I 00of flyodhya Kanda ig ^ ^ ^ 

Chapter 5 of Sabhaparva and treats of the duties of a 
king and the appliances of a good Govt." 
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36B. A. A. Macdonail A History of Sanskrit literature 
P. 282. "Its epic kernel, more-over, which forms once 
about ^ of the whole work, has become so overgrown 
with didactic matter, that in its final shape, it is not 
an epic at all, but an Encyclopaedia of moral teaching' 

36C* Sir M. M. Williams Indian wisdom P, 370. "The 
work as we now possess it, cannot possibly be regar- 
ded as representing the original form of the poem/' 

36D'. A. Weber The History of Indian Literature P, 187. 
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37, Ency. Brit - Vol. XII -P. 183- "But before fl. D. 1000 
the nrt of ooiatemporary narrative hardly existed in 
India 'The historical sense is not a feature of Hinduism, 

and while the orthodox Hindu takes no account of 
nxlllenia, ha a^cipte the M*h$ Bharatjia |3 
history*" 
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38, Dr- Edward C, Sachua Alberuni'slndia P 132. 
"The book has 10000 slokas in 18 parts, each of which 
is called parvan These 18 parts are followed by 
another one which Is called 'Harivamsa parvan' which 
contains the traditions, relating to Vasudeva." 

39, C. V. Vaidya -History of Sanskrit literature P. 9. 
"Land grant of 462 A. D that epic 400 A. D. was 
practically of exactly the same length as given in 
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all things to me utterly useless The Brahmins 
neither love gold nor fear death.) 
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41. A- A. Weber History of Indian Literature P. 224 
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42. W. D, Whitney (America, Indian Antiquary XXVII)- 

'*flll dates givdn in Indian literary history are pins set 
up to be bowled down again; 1 * 

43, M, Rajarao Bharatiya Vidya Vol X, 



U 



CD 









).. (Also see 
H. S. L, by Macdonall. P. 249) 
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44. K. G. Sankar a, B. O. R, I Vol XII P. 3i3. 

45. C, V. Vaidya History of Sanskrit Literature P. 4. 
"flswalayana Grihya Sutra (100 B, C.) mentions distinctly 
2 works 'Bharatha and Mahabharatha'. This was enlarged 
by Sauti into the present Mahabh&ratha about 250 B.C." 
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48 Megasthenese Iiidika-Frag Vlll-^tra^slated by Mccrindle 
Also see I, W. Mccrindle India of Arrian. VoL V. P 89 
161. 
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49, fl, A, Macdon^H -India'e past P U7. 
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/ (Keith - classical Sanskrit Literature 
P 13 And like Panini, he (Patanjali) most 
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SO, H. G. Rawilson Intercourse between India and the 
western world P 169. Dion chrisostomos "It is said 
that th poetry of Homer is sung by the Indians, who had 
translated it into their own language and modes of 
expression," Also see Satis Chandra Vidyabhushan 
M- A History of India (1915) C.V. VatdyaH, S. L -P 9 
"Greek traveller Dion Chrisostomos, who visited the 
Patidya country about 50 A, D, said that there was In 
India an Iliad of one lakh of vers5. The reference is to 
M. Bh Also see Sir M. M, Williams - Indian wisdom* 
P 313, A, Weber The History of Indian Literature P 188. 
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51. Pran Nath Bose Indian Antiquary L X P 121.. ;/ The 
Artha Sastra was compiled between 484 . 510 or 528 
A. D. when the kings of Malwa were exposed to attack 
by the Cruel Hunas/' 
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